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Production History
My Fair Lady premiered on Broadway at the Mark Hellinger Theatre on March 15, 
1956. The role of Higgins was initially offered to Noël Coward, who declined but 
suggested Rex Harrison, who eventually accepted. The role of Eliza was offered to 
Julie Andrews after Mary Martin declined. Directed by Moss Hart, My Fair Lady ran 
for 1717 performances, a record at the time. The production won six Tony Awards.
 There have been several Broadway revivals and tours including a 1993 
staging where Richard Chamberlain played Higgins opposite Melissa Errico’s Eliza. 
Former Shaw artistic director, the late Paxton Whitehead, played Colonel Pickering. 
More recently a much-heralded Lincoln Center revival directed by Bartlett Sher 
toured North America.
 The London premiere was at Drury Lane Theatre on April 30, 1958, 
still with Rex Harrison and Julie Andrews in the leads. A 2001 National Theatre 
production directed by Trevor Nunn, with Jonathan Pryce as Higgins and Martine 
McCutcheon (Hugh Grant’s secretary in Love Actually) as Eliza. Bartlett Sher’s latest 
revival played London in 2022, with the addition of Vanessa Redgrave 
as Mrs. Higgins.
 This is the second production of the musical at The Shaw. In 2011 
Benedict Campbell schooled Deborah Hay (or vice versa) in a production directed 
by Molly Smith.
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Co-Director’s Note
by Tim Carroll and Kimberley Rampersad

TC: So, Kimberley, what made you want to do My Fair Lady? 
KR: Apart from the wonderful songs and the greatest-ever script, you mean?
TC: Good point. It doesn’t hurt when the dialogue is all straight out of one of Shaw’s 
best plays, does it? 
KR: Pygmalion is a stunning play, yes, but I’d go so far as to say that, in places, they 
have improved on it. What a great idea, for example, to transform Eliza’s first test from 
a simple social visit to a day at Ascot Races.
TC: You have musical theatre in your bones, and you directed a wonderful Shaw 
production (Man and Superman). The question really should be, what am I doing here? 
KR: Well, you’ve directed Shaw…
TC: Yes, and I love it; but I have never really directed a musical.
KR: You don’t like them?
TC: It’s not that. I think it’s something to do with the transition from dialogue into 
song. I don’t know how to stop it feeling clunky.
KR: That’s where you are in luck: Yes, Lerner and Loewe have made a piece where every 
song seems inevitable: speech simply has to give way to song, and sometimes even singing 
isn’t enough and you need to dance. 
TC: I feel lucky to be doing this piece with someone who knows how to bring that out.
KR: Is that why I am not just choreographer but co-director?
TC: You got it.

Running time is approximately 3 hours including one intermission
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